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MEF attends genocide conference in Norway
Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation attended a conference on the cases of genocide
and mass atrocities in the world, especially in Africa .The Conference was  orga-
nized in collaboration with Voksenaasen Cultural Centre in Oslo , Dag
Hammarskjöld Peace Centre at Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation and Networkers
South-North. It was held from 16 – 17 November 2007 in Oslo , Norway .
To represent Mindolo were the Director, Rev Reuben Daka and Peace Building
and Conflict Transformation Coordinator, Mr Jim Juma Mulanda.

As we take our Christmas
break from December 17, 2007 to
January 2, 2008  and  end the year,
we thank our  good Lord for bring-
ing  us to the end of  2007.

The 2007 had its own chal-
lenges, some of the challenges that
Mindolo faced were a drop in a num-
ber of participants from 53 in 2006
to 43 in 2007. This of course had fi-
nancial effect on the institution.

The institution  being a Chris-
tian organisation and  a donor driven,
had a challenge of workers wanting
to have a branch  union to be affili-
ated to Coppperbelt University and
Allied Workers Union. During this
process workers went on strike on
two occasions, November 13, 26 to
27. The institution is yet to resolve
this union matter.

Through the mercy of God,
however, the institution has been able
to go through these challenges and
end  the year.

As we begin the new year , we
therefore call upon all partners and
friends  to pray for this great institu-
tion that it continues to empower the
people of God so that they become
agents of change.

As you read this issue you dis-
cover that  we have participated and
ran  workshops that have enriched
our institution and also empowered
our people.

We wish you merry Christmas
and a prosperous new year.

The conference brought together eminent people
who included first Zambia Republican President
Dr. Kenneth Kaunda, Ambassadors from the
Nordic countries and Africa , Hassan Bubacar
Jallow, Chief Prosecutor for International Crimi-
nal Tribunal for Rwanda, Jan Egaland, Direc-
tor of NUPI and former UN Secretary General
for Humanitarian Af fairs , Henning Melber,
Research Director, Dag Hammarskjöld Foun-
dation in Uppsala, Emily Sikazwe, Women for
Change, Lusaka, Zambia,  Alejandrom Ban-
dana, Director of CEI, Prof. Joyce Apsel from
the USA, Bernt Hagtvet of University of Oslo,
Charles Abugre, Head of Policy for Christian
Aid in London and Ragnar Angeby, Ambassa-
dor.
The conference was attended by 60 people. This
conference was the first activity in what is be-
ing expected to be the long-lasting relationships
between Dag Hammarskjöld Peace Centre at
Mindolo and Voksenaassen in Oslo.

 The conference had reports of geno-
cide and mass atrocities that took
place in Rwanda and others that are
still taking place in Eastern of Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo (DRC),
Burundi and Darfur in Sudan
Many of these cases, for example the
massacres in Kasika, Makobola in
South Kivu and Ituri in Eastern
Province of DRC, have never re-
ceived the attention they deserve to
determine whether they fit within the
definition of genocide. Genocides
and other mass atrocities are conse-
quences of complex political actions
not, as they are often characterised,
as simply senseless slaughter based
mainly on identity or cultural differ-
ence. This means that besides the hu-
manitarian actions to stop or
minimise killings, torture and rape

Delegates to the conference
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Librar y  Assistant at the
American Corner, Mrs Linda Simbeye

From page one

Librarians challenged

 Librarians have been challenged  not to be tradition librarians,

but modern librarians who should use the modern technology.

Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation Director, Rev Reuben Daka

made the challenge when he officially opened a Librarians work-

shop at Kitwe City Public Library in town recently.

Staff Decvelopment

Rev Daka addressing Librarians (Not in the picture)

Rev  Daka said some of the libraries were automated and for this

reason needed people who were computer literate. He said Li-

brarians should therefore have computer skills for them to de-

liver information in the technological World.

Thirty Librarians attended the workshop and were drawn from

Libraries on the Copperbelt.

 Information Resource Officer for  Central Africa based in

Washingtone D.C, Ms Barbara Conaty  facilitated the workshop.

Health tip
Condoms are still the most

effective barriers to HIV trans-
mission during sexual inter-
course, MEF clinic sister, Mrs
Margaret Makangila  has advised.

She says condoms protect
people from HIV , if they are both
negative or positive.

Condoms come in different
varieties, so people need to find
out which ones they find best to
use. The more people use them
the more they become part of
their normal  sex life.

Remember therefore that
condoms are part of your
resposibility and fulfiling sex  life.
Prevention is better than cure.

Take care and remain in
good health by using condoms.

below attended  a two week Graphics
Design and Desktop publishing  work-
shop  from September 17 to October
12.

Youth Organiser, Bruce Mubanga be-
low attended a three day workshop in
South Africa from November 8-10.

The workshop
draw participants
from Sweden,
South Africa, Zim-
babwe and Zambia

The workshop focused on oraganisation
development.

of civilians, especially women and chil-
dren, the crucial challenge to managing
or solving them requires political solutions,
rooted in participation of all affected per-
sons, truth, power restructuring and rec-
onciliation. Participants recommended the

following:  Mass atrocities committed in various countries (DRC, Burundi
and Darfur- Sudan be investigated to determine whether they are cases of
genocide,  Measures be put in place to prevent the recurrence of such
atrocities, Humanitarian assistance be provided to victims of genocide
and mass killings,  All perpetrators be put on trial in various countries
and ICC in Hague.
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MEF celebrates AIDS day through web
chat

Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation through the Ameri-
can Corner joined  the rest of the W orld in com-
memorating World AIDS day on December 5, when it
held a web site discussion on HIV/AIDS stigma.
The discussion which was on on-line was led by Ms

Reagan Hoffman from Washingtone DC in United
States of America.
The discussion looked at AIDS statistics and stigma
in United States and the role of P resident Emergency
Fund for Aids Relief in Africa.
Ten participants attended the discussion and were
drawn from Afya Muzuri, Copperbelt Health Project
and Mopani Copper Mines. The participants had an
opportunity to ask questions on the HIV/AIDS stigma
in United States and other parts of the W orld.

Participants having a Web chat with the facilitator in
Washingstone D.C

Staff separation
Programmes Consultant
and Acting Coordinator for
Media and Communica-
tion, Dr Siby Tharakan
went back to India at the
end of last October. This
was  after his three year
contract came to an end.

Peace Building and Conflict
Transformation Coordinator, Mr Jim
Juma terminated his two year contract
on December 14.  Mr Juma has decided
to pursue his studies.  He came from
Democratic Republic of Congo.

Senior Assistant Librarian, Mr
Dunstan Chikonka below left Mindolo on

Information Technology Volun-
teer, Mr Mikeal Rosen right left
Mindolo on December 20. This is after
working for four months.

Speaking at the farewell party at
the swimming pool, Mr Rosen said he
was grateful to MEF staff for the sup-
port given to him during the period he
worked for Mindolo.

 Mr Rosen  managed to develop
Mindolo web site which will soon be
hosted by Zamnet.

October 31,
after his con-
tract came to
an end. He
j o i n e d
Mindolo as
Senior Li-
brary Assis-
tant in 1975.
He was the
longest serv-
ing member
of staff.


